maturity, along with increasing fishing pressure.
Information available on the diversity and abundance of carcharhinid sharks in Indian waters is very meager though they contribute a major portion of the fishery. No scientific information is available on the presence of Grey Reef Shark in Lakshadweep waters which are known for coral reef biodiversity. In this paper, evidence for the occurrence of C. amblyrhynchos in Lakshadweep Sea is presented.
A female Grey Reef Shark C. amblyrhynchos was landed by fishermen from longline operation off Agatti Island in Lakshadweep Sea on 25 November 2010 (Image 1). The shark was caught by 3.4 Sun Japanese tuna hook and the location of capture was recorded as 10 
Results and discussion
The morphometric measurements of the specimen are given in Table 1 . The total length (TL) of the specimen was 126cm and standard length (SL) was 106cm. The Grey Reef Shark is a moderately stocky species, distributed in the coastal and pelagic waters of IndoPacific. Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos can be identified by the following characters: dusky grey color above and white below; first dorsal fin irregularly to prominently white edged (Image 3); posterior margin of the caudal fin with a conspicuous broad black margin; pectoral, second dorsal, anal and pelvic fins with blackish or dusky tips and prominent blackish margin (Image 4). The First dorsal fin is moderately large and semifalcate with a narrowly pointed apex. Second dorsal fin is moderately large and high. Pectoral fins falcate. Snout fairly long and broadly rounded. Eyes are round and fairly large. Upper labial furrows short and inconspicuous. Inter dorsal ridge absent. Upper teeth are narrow and serrated (Image 5). The species inhabits continental and insular shelves preferably on coral reefs and in shallow lagoons. The area from where the specimen is reported was near the coral ridge in Lakshadweep Sea. Present record is the first report of Carcharhinus amblyrhynchos from the Lakshadweep Archipelago. 
